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THE HISTORY OF CHELMSFORD
[excerpts]

DUMMER’S WAR

In August, 1723, Lieutenant Governor Dummer, then acting Governor of the Province,
ordered detachments of from there to six men from the several frontier towns to range
the woods, as the Indians were still in a threatening attitude. Groton, Dunstable and
Lancaster were then more on the frontier than Chelmsford, but this town was still
necessarily watchful, and contributed men for the service. A number of men (some of
them prominent) who are credited to other towns were born in Chelmsford.

In Dummer’s, or Lowell's, War, snow-shoe companies were raised in all the towns lying
upon Merrimack river, says Allen page 182. These companies were minute men, equipt
with snow-shoes and fire arms, & etc., holding themselves in readiness to go on
scouting parties in pursuit of the Indians at the moment of alarm.

The following constituted the snow-shoe company in Chelmsford in 1724; under the
command of Captain Robert Richardson and Lieutenant Joseph Parker.

Paul Fletcher, Samuel Fletcher, Joseph Keyes, Henry Stevens, Robert Peirce, Josiah
Spaulding, Zacharias Richardson, Nathan Proctor, Matthias Cowdrey, John Proctor, Jr.,
Benjamin Robbins, John Butterfield, James Burn, Benjamin Chamberiain, Benjamin
Goold, Moses Graves, Timothy Spaulding, Phineas Spaulding, Joseph Underwood,
Jacob Blodget, Ebenezer Parker, Joseph Warren, Jr., Jonathan Parker, Joseph Fletcher,
Jonathan Spaulding, James Kidder, Ezekiel Keyes, Edward Foster, Benjamin Parker,
John Spaulding, John Corey, Jonathan Hildreth, Josiah Birge, Simon Rummery, Daniel
Blodget, Henry Spaulding, Jonathan Cummings, Thomas Reed, Joseph Foster.

JOSEPH PARKER’S COMMISSION

William Dummer, Esq. Lieut. Governor and Commander in Chief in and over his
Majesty’s province of Massachusetts Bay in New England.

To Joseph Parker, Gent: - Greeting:

By virtue of the power and authority in and by his Majesty’s Commission to
me granted, to be Lieutenant Governor &c., | do by these presents, reposing
especial trust and confidence in your loyalty, courage and good conduct,
constitute and appoint you the said Joseph Parker to be Lieutenant of a
company of snow-shoe-men, and of those that are appointed to be in
readiness to issue out against the Indian enemy and rebels upon any alarm
or attack; whereof Robert Richardson is Captain, in the regiment of Militia in
the county of Middlesex, whereof Eleazer Tyng, Esq., is Colonel. You are
therefore diligently and faithfully to discharge the duties of a Lieutenant, &c.

Given under my hand and seal at arms at Boston, 5" day February, in the
Eleventh year of the reign of his Majesty, King George. A.D. 1724.

Wm. Dummer



CAPTAIN RICHARDSON'S CERTIFICATE

May it please your honores. By Virtue of an order from Coll. Eleazer Tyng |
have drawn out of my company Thirteen able bodyed men well fitted with
snow shoes and moggasons according to the order of ye General Court and
| desire the money may be paid to Robert Richardson Capt. Over said snow
shoemen to be repaid by him to his men.
Your humble Servant
Jonth Richardson, Capt.

Chelmsford
Feby. 22, 1724/5

The following role contains Cheimsford names;

A Muster Roll of the Company in His Majesty’s Service under the Command of __
Captain [172477

Jonathan Butterfield, Sergt., Dunstable; Joseph Richardson, Centinel: Joseph Bassow,
Joseph Chamberlain, Wm. Chamberiain, Benj. Blochet, Timo. Spaulding, Wm.
Spaulding, Zach. Spaulding (servant to John Davis), David Procter, John Hildrake,
Joseph Reed, Nath. Emerson, Benj. Smith, Henry Farwell, Heny. Wright, Wm. Jeffs
(serv't to John Spaulding), Zach. Cobum, John Coburn, Thos. Coburn, Njo, Peirce, John
Wright, John Procter, Thos. Lane, Wm. Richardson, Thos. Chamberlain, Zach. Stevens,
Sm. Gasson (servt to Benj. Robbins) [ Massachusetts Archives, Vol. 91, pp 66,67]

Another Roll, probably 1724:

John Foott, Capt.’ Joseph Varnum, 13/4 per week; Benj. Kidder, Centinel, 10/per week;
Ephraim Corey; Ebenezer Frost, John Farmer, Wm. French, sons under age; Obediah
Parker, Josiah Wright, Jonathan Wright, Eben Wright, James Kidder, Jona. Snow,
John Barrot. [Massachusetts Archives, Vol. 91, pp. 66,67]

Read and committed. House of Rep. June 18, 1724:
Jabez Fairbank, Capt.; Jona. Butterfield, Sentinel: Jno. Barret, Ebenr. Virgin, Ben;.
Chamberlain, Jona. Heldreth. These are all Chelmsford names. [Ibid, Vol. 91 |

A list of soldiers dismissed. In Col. Tyng’s Company. Nov. 3, 1724:
Wm. Spaulding, Edw. Winn, Benj. Baldwin, Saml. Barron, Nich Danforth, Wm. Jeffs,
Saml. Winn, Ephraim Spaulding.

Those who remained in ye service:

Lt. Joseph Blanchard, En. Jonathan Butterfield, John Snow, Henry Keyes, Eph.
Chandler, Wm. Proctor, Eph. Corey, Eph. Barrot, Saml. Adams, Wm. Boyd, Joshua
Reed, Jona. Wright, John Wilson, Henry Richardson, Jos. Butterfield, Jos. Whittemore,
Josiah Richardson. [Massachusetts Archives, Voi. 91, pp. 124, 126]

Sept. 13, 1724. Powder, bullets, and flints were delivered out by the Military officers of
Chelmsford. 24 men received from half a jill to a pint of powder, from 6 to 18 bullets and
2 to 4 flints.



